The Physical Setting
Kordofan Provinces there are dunes rising above the
clay soil plains and the question arises as to the age
relationships of the two formations. It seems from evi-
dence at present available that the dunes are older and that
the clay in these places has been deposited around the
dunes. Farther west, in Western Kordofan and Southern
Darfur, the passage seems to be more gradual and the
two formations may have been practically contemporaneous.
Apart from these areas of blown sand, there" are also
local dunes. A notable one is the Goz Abu Delua, which
is about half a mile wide and runs from N. to S. for many
miles, passing about 40 miles W. of Omdurman. The
sand is probably derived from the desert to the north.
There is a small belt of dunes crossed by the railway at
Ogrein between Atbara and the Bed Sea. The sand may
be from a local Wadi. There are dunes near the banks
of both White and Blue Niles near Khartoum and these
seem to be formed from sand blown out of the bed of the
Blue Nile during the low-stage-season. There are dunes
at the edge of the delta at Tokar.
The most important alluvial deposits are those border-
ing the Nile and its various tributaries. The White Nile
has a very low slope and a correspondingly gentle current
so that its water deposits practically no silt. In the
reach from Khartoum to Kosti, the water is actually
ponded by the Blue Nile which may even enter and flow
up it. The water lies in a channel with gently shelving
sides quite unlike the ordinary river. The Blue Nile,
the Atbara and the main Nile north of Khartoum are
flanked by stretches of alluvium, as well as containing
alluvial islands, all of which are most valuable agricultural
land. The top surface of the outer edge of the modern
alluvium stands at the level of very high floods and there
is lower ground inland. There is usually a belt of older
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